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SEED FOR THE 


SOWER 


Successful business men, when 
asked the secret of their success, usu- 
ally have an identical answer. That 
answer is, HARD WORK! 

One great object of the MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE is to inspire every reader 
of its pages to be a hard worker in 
the Cause of Christ. 

Jesus said, “The harvest is great, 
but the laborers are few.” Men and 
women out of all walks of life are 
needed, both to sow the seed of the 
Kingdom and to gather in the golden 
grain. 

The Church of Christ always has 





been a missionary church. The apos- 
tolic commission was, “Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations.” And, 
“they went forth, and preached every 
where, the Lord working with them.” 
Our commission is, “The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come.” 

Stop and consider! 

Is there any use of bewailing the 
spiritual darkness and moral corrup- 
tion in the world when we do not do 
our part to extend to those in dark- 
ness and sin invitations to come to 
the light and live on a higher plane? 

How long would it take to extend 
such invitations to those in your com- 
munity if everyone worked as you do? 

How long would it take to enlighten 
a nation if all professing Christians 
participated in the work with the 
same earnestness and Zeal that you do? 

Have you any right to expect or 
demand service and sacrifice of others 
that you yourself are unwilling to 
render? 

The Lord needs you to do mission- 
ary work in your locality. 

Whatever your age or status in 
life you can help spread the good 
news of the Kingdom of God. Many 
storm-tossed souls today are in need 
of faith that is firm and unwavering. 

You may not be able to devote your 
entire time to this work as, for ex- 
ample, the Apostle Paul, but by means 
of the printed word you may help 
someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers. Enclose them 
in your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. God 
will give the increase. 
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“Tf I have eaten my morsel alone,” . 


. . The patriarch spoke in scorn. 


... What would he think of the Church were he shown... Heathenism 


—huge, forlorn, 


. .. Godless, Christless, with soul unfed,... While the 


Church’s ailment is fullness of bread, . . . Eating her morsel alone? 


“Freely as ye have received, so give,” . 


. . He bade who had given us 


all... . How shall the soul in us longer live ... Deaf to their starving 
call,... Who famish for want of living bread? ... Woe unto US, as 
the prophet said,...If we eat our morsel alone. 
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He Who Lives Uprightly Shall Dwell 
Far out of Reach of Harm 


first in its lesser short-range fulfillment to rein- 

force faith among contemporaries, and then its 
greater long-range fulfillment which reaches out into 
yet future ages of the new world. Of all Israel’s cele- 
brated prophets, Isaiah is the king. We wish to look at his 
thirty-third chapter with its long-range significance in 
his beautiful picture of the Messianic future. 

Moffatt’s translation of this chapter makes some things 
plainer. It reads in our common translation: “Woe to 
thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest 
treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with 
thee!” There is a woe on those who spoil, a woe on those 
bringing distress and dealing unjustly and unrighteously. 
Moffatt translates it: “Woe to you, O ravager, whom 
none has ravaged!” God is not to blame; the world has 
been blessed as far as He is concerned. He sends the 
sunshine and showers, there is more raised than the world 
can consume. He is not to blame because they have wasted 
it. “Woe to you, O plunderer, whom none has ever plun- 
dered! Once your ravaging is over, ravaged shall you be; 
once your plundering is past, plundered shall you be.” 
Now they are plundering and they are ravaging, but 
when He arises it is going to be changed; the righteous 
will not be plundered, the righteous will not be put down, 
the faithful will not suffer, the poor and needy will have 
help. In that day the wealth of the world will be used for 
the benefit of mankind. Those that are bringing this world 
into the present condition will be put down. 


M ens Biblical prophecy has a two-fold significance, 


The Faithful, Prepared and Waiting for the Second Advent 


“O thou Eternal, show us favor,’—when Dr. Moffatt 
speaks of the Lord he always says the Eternal—“O thou 
Eternal, show us favor, we have been waiting for thee”; 
—oh, can we say we have been waiting? It is the faith- 
ful who will say it. Christ is coming and he will tell us 
what he is going to do. “We have been waiting for thee.” 
Are we among the humble few who will be waiting, 
ready for the call when the Master comes? Waiting with 
garments made clean and white by obedience to the truth? 
You know you are never waiting till you get ready. “O 
thou Eternal, show us favor, we have been waiting for 
thee.” It will be no use to call on Him for favor unless 
we are waiting—faithful. When this light of truth dawns 
on our minds we must be doers of the Word; we cannot 
put it off till some other time, we cannot let favor with 
the world blind us, because He says it is only a few. 

Humanity likes to go with the crowds; it is just as 
natural as life to be associated with the many, but we 
cannot be, because Jesus said: “Enter ye in at the strait 
gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in 
thereat; because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it” 
(Matt. 7: 18, 14).-We cannot be with the many and follow 


in the way with the worldly throng if we want God’s 
mercy. We must follow with the few, be with the little 
flock, because He says, “Fear not, little flock; for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
It is a little flock in this age; it has always been the few 
in every age; and he says do not fear, because it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. That is, 
if you get ready and are waiting for Him you will have 
no fear. 

“O thou Eternal, show us favor, we have been waiting 
for thee; be our strong arm, morn after morn, deliver us, 
all forlorn.” “Deliver us,” that is the final deliverance 
that is coming—if we are ready and waiting, putting on 
the fine linen clean and white, which is the righteousness 
of saints. Then we shall be delivered from this terrible 
time of trouble, the storm that is coming on the world, 
when “the nations shall rush like the rushing of many 
waters; but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee 
far off, and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains 
before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the whirl- 
wind.” He is going to rebuke them in that coming day. 
“At the sound of thy storm the nations flee, men scatter 
once thou stirrest.” It is the whirlwind of the Lord that 
is coming. Jeremiah says, “Behold, a whirlwind of the 
Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: 
it shall fall grievously upon the head of the wicked” (23: 
19). That is God’s judgments that are coming. “The an- 
ger of the Lord shall not return,” —as we often tell you, 
anger is the wrath of the law. God is never angry in the 
sense we use the word anger, but, like a sheriff executing 
the wrath of the law, God will execute the penalty on the 
wicked. “It shall fall grievously upon the head of the 
wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts 
of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it per- 
fectly.” He says this is a whirlwind that is coming in the 
latter days; it was not a whirlwind coming in Jeremiah’s 
time, but these judgments of the Almighty—when? Jn the 
latter days. 


Elijah Comes First 


“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an 
oven” ;—the day of the Lord is coming—‘“and all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: 
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 
Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch.” That is the whirlwind that is to be considered 
in the latter days—the day of the Lord that is coming. 
“But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of right- 
eousness arise with healing in his wings.” Christ, the 
Sun of righteousness, is coming with healing in his wings. 
He is the great light that will arise to dispel the darkness 
in the world. “All the proud... and all that do wickedly, 
shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them 
up, saith the Lord of hosts.” Who says it? The mighty 
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God of heaven. That is the whirlwind, the storm that is 
coming in the latter days. Then he says right after that: 
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord: and 
he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come 
and smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 4:1, 5, 6). 

This world is so wicked, mankind so depraved, they 
have lost all faith in God and His truth, and are such 
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God that if it 
were not for Elijah’s coming the masses of mankind 
would be fit only to be smitten with a curse. But before 
that terrible whirlwind comes, before the judgments cf 
the Almighty, He will send Elijah to turn them from 
darkness to light. How anyone could ever have thought 
that meant John the Baptist! No, no! That was said of 
Elijah the prophet. Jesus said, “Elijah truly shall first 
come, and restore all things.” He will have power to work 
miracles, to raise the dead, to do mighty works. 

We read in Isaiah 33:3, “At the sound of thy storm 
the nations flee, men scatter once thou stirrest,”—the 
Lord when He arises will scatter them—“till we loot them 
like locusts, and swarm like grasshoppers over their spoil. 
The Eternal is supreme,’—oh, then the Eternal will be 
supreme !—‘he dwells on high; justice and equity he 
pours on Sion, a saving wealth of knowledge and of wis- 
dom,”—that will be when wisdom and knowledge shall 
be the stability of the times, the wisdom and knowledge 
of the mighty God, till at last it fills the earth as the wa- 
ters cover the mighty deep—“and godly reverence as our 
treasure.” Today the young generation is almost without 
reverence. They need to cultivate it. As long as they do 
not believe in the mighty, all-wise, supreme Being ruling 
the mighty universe, how can there be reverence? We 
must have reverence, godly reverence. 


Resistance to God’s Judgments 


“The Eternal cries, ‘Now I arise, I will exalt myself.’ ” 
When He sets Christ, that coming King of all the earth, 
upon his holy hill in Zion, He is going to be exalted— 
“ “foes of my folk, your plans are all futile, your fury 
shall consume yourselves; nations shall be burned to 
ashes; like thorn-bushes cut and kindled.’ ”’ They started 
out to fight against the Most High, that is why their plans 
are futile. They will go out to fight against the King of 
kings and Lord of lords. 

This is parallel to Psalm 2. “The kings of the earth set 
themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against his anointed,’”—you see Christ is 
anointed king—‘“saying, Let us break their bands asun- 
der, and cast away their cords from us.” When Christ 
comes He demands submission of the world; that is when 
they gather their forces together and go out to fight 
against Him. They will not submit to this righteous King 
but will say, Let us break His bands asunder. There will 
be trouble continually till that time comes when this 
great King calls on all nations to submit and the sum- 
mons of Revelation 14: 7 goes forth: “Fear God, and give 
glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come.” 
Then they will marshal their forces to go out to fight 
against Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords. “He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall 
have them in derision.” He will have the forces of earth 





with all their airplanes, their deadly gases and bombs, in 
derision. “Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure.” I will speak unto 
them in my judgments, says the mighty God. “Yet have 
I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion”—that King I 
have been preparing, and his joint-rulers with him, the 
faithful of the six thousand years. 

When Pilate asked, “Art thou a king?” Jesus answered 
him, “Certainly, I am a king,’—as Moffatt translates it— 
“to this end was I born, and for this cause came I into 
the world.” That is what caused Pilate to insist on putting 
over him the inscription, “Jesus the King of the Jews,” 
and they did not get Pilate to change it. 

“Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion, I 
will declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, 
Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.” I have 
made the decree. “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt break them 
with a rod of iron” ;—said to be iron, not because it is 
cruel but unbreakable; the law will be enforced, it will be 
unbreakable in that coming Day—‘“thou shall dash them 
in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” You can scoff and say 
we are going to cast away his cords from us, but this 
mighty King is the one that will make a better earth, and 
we shall have peace then. Then he cries, “Be wise now 
therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the 
earth.” If they would be wise they would not go out 
against Him, but they will not believe it is Christ. Now 
we must learn to be wise in God’s knowledge, have His 
thoughts, not worldly wisdom, if we would escape in that 
Day. The kings of the earth will not take the warning. 

Turning back again to Isaiah 33 we read: “ ‘Nations 
shall be burned to ashes, like thorn-bushes cut and kin- 
dled’ ;’—they shall be destroyed—“ ‘till lands afar hear 
all that I have done, and the near lands own my might.’ ” 
When His judgments commence on the earth, lands afar 
have all heard what He has done and near lands own His 
might. The near ones submit, you see. There will be some 
that submit, but two-thirds shall be cut off, says Zech. 
13:8. “In all the land, saith the Lord, two parts therein 
shall be cut off and die; but the third part shall be left 
therein.” That shows how wicked the world is. The world 
population today is over two and a half billion, and 
two-thirds shall be cut off and die before one-third will 
submit. Lands afar off shall hear what He has done and 
the near lands will submit and acknowledge His might. 
“In Sion sinful men are terrified, the impious are seized 
with shuddering,” we had better get ready now, prepare 
to escape then—“crying, ‘Oh who can live with such a 
Fire? Who can live on, with such a lasting Flame’?”” Who 
can live when God’s judgments are in the earth? 


Survivors of God’s Judgments 


Fire is representive of God’s judgments. It is “figura- 
tively used of the judgments of God.” There is no literal 
fire there to destroy them. “To be destroyed by war is 
said to be destroyed by fire.” Fire destroys in the natural, 
so God’s judgments will destroy or consume them in that 
day. Who can live in that coming day? “He who scorns to 
profit by oppression,”—is the only man who shall ever 
live—“he who will not clutch at any bribe,”—the man or 
woman that will be moved by anything dishonest shall 
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not live. They say you can bribe almost anybody, just 
offer them enough; judges are being bribed and officers 
are being bribed. But anyone who would be bribed shall 
not live in that day—‘“he who listens to no plans of mur- 
der,”—the Apostle John said he that hates his brother is 
a murderer; it means more than natural life—“he who 
will not look at crime,”—crime in any form. Do not wit- 
ness evil, do not think of it, do not allow evil to rule the 
mind in any form—‘he who lives uprightly, just in word 
and deed.” Do we think we are going to live in safety un- 
less we live uprightly now? It is the one who lives up- 
rightly, just in word and deed. 

There is something to do to be a Christian; but if life 
eternal with all its glory is not worth it, do not work for 
it, do not try to get it. Get what little you can out of this 
life; eat, drink, and tomorrow die. God leaves us free to 
choose. He said through the Prophet Joshua, “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve.” If you are not satisfied with 
something more than husks, do not start in, do not work 
for life and immortality with all its glory; but if you 
want it, you have a great work to do. But see what safety 
and glory it brings. ‘““He who lives uprightly, just in word 
and deed, he shall dwell far out of reach of harm.” The 
one who lives uprightly in word and deed shall dwell far 
out of reach of harm—‘“as in a stronghold on a cliff se- 
cure, his bread provided, and his waters sure.” He will be 
in a mighty stronghold and he will have sufficient—he 
that is just in word and deed. No one else shall survive 
that storm. 

“Your eyes shall see the king in all his splendor,” that 
coming King of kings. That is like Mark 13:26, “And 
then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
with great power and glory.” “Your eyes shall see the 
King in all his splendor, and gaze upon his broad do- 
main”’—His domain shall extend over the earth from 
sea to sea and from the river unto the ends of the earth 


—‘till, musing on the terror that has vanished,”—he car- 
ries us down to the time the terror has vanished—“you 
ask, ‘Where are the tyrant’s officers who taxed us, charged 
us, took our tribute?” Yes, they tax us, charge us, and 
take our tribute; they tax us more year after year, and 
then waste so much of the money. “ ‘Where are the ty- 
rant’s officers, who taxed us, charged us, took our trib- 
ute?’” They ask, where are they? And the answer is: 
“These insolent creatures you shall see no more.” Then 
he cries, ‘““No, you shall see your quiet home, Jerusalem 
immovable,”—you shall not see these wicked ones any 
more, they are all out of existence; but you shall see 
Jerusalem your quiet home, immovable. That will not be 
the Jerusalem of the present day, but you shall see a 
righteous Jerusalem, made clean, Jerusalem will then be 
the home of God’s people and they shall dwell safely. 
“You shall see your quiet home, Jerusalem immovable, a 
tent whose pegs are never pulled up, whose ropes are 
never to be rent.” You shall see that it is the capital of 
the whole earth. All the wicked, rebellious ones shall be 
wiped out of existence and we with them if we do not get 
ready now. 

“And there instead of broad streams circling round we 
have the glorious Eternal as our river, a river never 
raided by a galley, sailed by no ships of war.” There 
will be no more war in that day, all wars shall cease. He 
shall make wars to cease from one end of the earth to 
the other. Then he continues, “the Eternal himself rules 
us, the Eternal is our captain, the Eternal is our king, he, 
he alone, defends us; ... none in the land shall say then: 
‘I am sick,’ for all who live there shall have their sins 
forgiven.” 

We must put all iniquity away if we expect God’s mercy 
to flow out. Oh, get ready for that coming Day, that Day 
that is drawing near. We do not know the day nor hour, 
but, as Paul said, we do know the times and seasons. 





THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT Versus THE MORE EXCELLENT WAY 


tT Apostle Paul in First Corinthians 12 describes the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, the power to which he and 
his co-workers in the Apostolic Church had access. They 
were given these powers to use as evidence of the genu- 
ineness of their mission, the verity of the divine truths 
they were proclaiming, and to show that the great God 
Himself was behind them. The promise of this power was 
given to the Apostles by Jesus just prior to His being 
taken from them as He ascended into heaven: “So then 
after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up 
into heaven, ... and they went forth, and preached every- 
where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following” (Mark 16:19, 20). 

In the opening verse of this chapter (I Corinthians 
12) Paul states that he does not want the brethren of the 
Church at Corinth to be ignorant of these spiritual gifts 
which are theirs to share. Included among these nine 
gifts were the gifts of wisdom, knowledge, faith, the gifts 
of healing, prophecy, speaking in unknown tongues, and 
the interpretation of tongues. 

A casual survey of these miraculous powers will show 
us what a privilege it was to have the use of them, also 
what a blessing they were able to bestow upon others 


through the power to open the eyes of the blind, cause the 
deaf to hear, and relieve physical suffering. 

What a consolation it must have been to the disciples 
at the time this promise was_ in force to be able to re- 
pulse the arguments of their adversaries without study 
or pre-meditation! The Holy Spirit revealed to them at 
that very instant what they were to say. Here is Jesus’ 
promise in His own words: “But when they deliver you 
up [before the council], take no thought how or what ye 
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour 
what ye shall speak” (Matt. 10:19). 

No one has this power today, although there are men 
who claim to have it. In I Cor. 18: 8—10 Paul testifies 
that all these gifts should cease with the close of the 
Apostolic Age and the coming of the “perfect” or com- 
pleted written Word (Ps. 19:7). What they could do 
when they actually had these “gifts,” is a far ery from the 
subterfuge palmed off by men who now falsely claim to 
have it. 

In speaking of the “gifts” enumerated in chapter 12, 
Paul makes it plain that no one member of the Church 
should have the use of all the gifts of the Spirit. That is 
why he exhorted them to “covet earnestly the best gifts.” 
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The whole trend of Paul’s argument in chapter 14 is to 
discourage speaking in unknown tongues in the church in 
favor of prophesying or teaching. The latter would edify 
the Church and the newcomer as well, while the former 
would not. In verses 18, 19 he states his position clearly: 
“T thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 
yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice I might teach others 
also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.” 
Speaking with unknown tongues, then, while it had its 
place in the divine worship of that age or dispensation, 
could not be classed as one of the “best gifts”; but teach- 
ing or prophesying could be. 

Now we are in a position to study the “more excellent 
way” to which Paul referred in the last verse of the chap- 
ter. “Covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto 
you a more excellent way.” First Corinthians 13 unmis- 
takably identifies this more excellent way as charity, or 
the keeping of all the commandments of God. 

It is well termed a more excellent way, because it would 
bring salvation, whereas the other could not. Beyond ques- 
tion the possession of miraculous powers was an aid to 
perfection of character; it could not be otherwise. It must 
be remembered, however, that the “gifts” were not intend- 
ed primarily for that purpose, but to confirm the Word 
as revealed. That they were not of themselves an assur- 
ance of salvation is evident from the fact that many who 
possessed them fell away from the truth. A Demas, Paul’s 
companion in the mission field, went back, “having loved 
this present world.” Judas, Alexander the coppersmith, 
and many others did likewise; and for this class of apos- 
tates Paul warns us in Heb. 6: 4—6 there is no hope. By 
proving unfaithful after having tasted the powers of the 
world to come, they committed the unpardonable sin. 
Their failure is a matter of record; but there is no record 
of the failure of one who followed the more excellent way 
of charity, or love, to the end. Salvation is the inevitable 
and infallible sequel to such a life. 

The better way of faith, hope and love is not new. It 
did not supersede the age of miracles, but survived it. It 
was from the beginning. Even those great characters who 
were filled to the highest degree with the Holy Spirit 
worked out their salvation by the better rule. Their gifts 
helped them, as we have said; love came more easily when 
faith was strengthened by sight, but there was still a 
work to be done by a faith which reached beyond sight. It 
was not so simple and easy for them as we might think. 
They had their human natures to contend with and tests 
of character to equal their advantages. 

It has been truly said by a very great teacher of our 
day that God never changes, yet He is changing all the 
time. Obedience to His law is an unchangeable principle; 
but as circumstances change, the law is altered to fit 
them. So when the Word had all been given, the last 
words of the Apocalypse penned by John on Patmos, 
there was nothing left to be confirmed and it was time 
for one of God’s changes. Like the excellent Mosaic law 
of an earlier day, the Age of Miracles ceased by limita- 
tion. It was no longer needed; the perfect had come, and 
the God of eternal progress decreed something higher and 
better. Nothing new was added, but there was a survival 
of the fittest. The old, time-tested, more excellent way of 
faith, hope and the keeping of every commandment was 
henceforth to be man’s only guide, and by it men walked 





until the rising tide of superstition snuffed out the light 
of truth and the Great Apostasy began. 

Truth, as we all know, was to rise again and a people 
be prepared for the coming of the Lord; but there was no 
promise of the restoration of miracles until the Great 
Change, when the Prophet Elijah “shall first come and 
restore all things” (Matt. 17:11). But in this relatively 
short time the most wonderful portion of all God’s won- 
derful family on earth is to be developed. Living by faith 
alone, handicapped by the accumulated errors of more 
than a thousand years, lacking the unbroken link with the 
Apostolic past which the Church of that special period 
enjoyed, the members of the “very smal] remnant” who 
overcome in this day will be the wonder of the ages 
(Zech. 3:8). They have the promise of a “more abundant 
honor” to be bestowed upon that part of the mystical body 
of Christ which lacked the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
(I Cor. 12: 24). 





The Difference 


“FT WAS after Rehoboam’s kingdom was established, 

after he became powerful, that he and all Israel along 
with him forsook the law of the Eternal. As they had 
broken faith with the Eternal, in the fifth year of Reho- 
boam’s reign Shishak king of Egypt marched against 
Jerusalem with twelve hundred chariots and sixty thou- 
sand cavalry and an innumerable army from Egypt, 
Libyians, Troglodytes, and Ethiopians. He captured the 
fortified towns belonging to Judah, and then reached 
Jerusalem. Rehoboam and the nobility of Judah had 
gathered at Jerusalem, on account of Shishak; and to 
them the Prophet Shemaiah brought this message from 
the Eternal: ‘As you have forsaken me, I have abandoned 
you to Shishak.’ The nobility and the king humbled them- 
selves, crying, ‘The Eternal is just!’ So when the Eternal 
saw that they had humbled themselves, the Eternal sent 
this message to Shemaiah: ‘They have humbled them- 
selves; I will not destroy them; in a little while I will 
grant them deliverance. My wrath shall not be vented on 
Jerusalem by Shishak; yet they must be his servants, to 
let them know the difference between my service and the 
service of foreign lands’” (II Chron. 12: 1—8, Moffatt). 


Only a scrap of history, an obscure fragment from the 
days when the kingdom of Israel, having attained swift 
greatness and too great magnificence, had, in the reign of 
its fourth sovereign, already passed into decadence. The 
Eternal, dealing with men according to their times and 
their capabilities, saw fit to cast this act in the great 
drama of the Divine Plan in the setting of a temporal 
monarchy, partly for present needs and partly as an ex- 
tremely shadowy type of the future and eternal Kingdom. 
Under the control of human rulers, free moral agents, 
its success was limited by the frailty and perversity of 
human nature. 

Again they had sinned, and again came the bitter les- 
son—a lesson that must needs be repeated over and over 
in the turbulent history of the Chosen People; not for 
purposes of vengeful retribution, but that they might 
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know the difference between God’s service and the service 
of foreign lands. The Egyptian invaded the sacred pre- 
cincts of the temple and stripped it of its treasures. The 
royal palace was looted and Solomon’s costly superfluities, 
although dedicated to the Eternal, were carried away. 
In the eyes of Jehovah, obedience was of vastly more 
importance than the finest works of art or skill performed 
in His great name. 

A mild chastisement this compared with the Captivity 
and the Dispersion, yet none of these lessons brought 
righteousness to the nation as a whole. It was not to be 
expected that they should. Entire nations, tribes, and 
families are not saved; only individuals—and rare in- 
dividuals—will profit by experience and really learn and 
remember the difference between the service of God and 
that of foreign lands. 

A stubborn, stupid nation, we say complacently as we 
read the account; yet what of us? Are we wiser than 
they? That difference still exists. Most of us should have 
learned in the beginning of our new service. Practically 
all of us were born in Egypt and knew her service well. 
We were discontented with it, else we should never have 
forsaken her and enlisted under the banner of the Al- 
mighty. Unless we have believed in vain, unless we have 
wasted our time in backward looking and thinking, we 
know by experience the difference, the exceeding great 
difference. 

The service of foreign lands takes all and gives noth- 
ing, unless one values the brief and tawdry honors, the 
transient, souring pleasures, the slothful, ox-like repose 
which Pharaoh bestows at his caprice upon his favored 
servants. He also may, in a savage mood, break them, 
torture them, mock them, impoverish them; and it is cer- 
tain that in the end he will slay them every one, eternally. 

The service of the Eternal also takes much away, it is 
true. It takes away the tormenting pride and jealousy, 
the anger and impatience which so often lower our self- 
respect, all the low and detestable lusts of the flesh. It 
takes from us the unreasoning clannishness of the savage 
and replaces it with an enlightened loyalty to a new 
family, in which every member is weighed by his actions, 
not by his tribal descent. It takes away the old values 
and gives us new and better standards. When our sense 
of valuation is thoroughly trained, when we have sur- 
rendered our entire will to the service of the King, we 
realize that even in this life it gives a hundredfold of 
security and contentment, of the joy of battle and vic- 
tory, “of houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, 
and children, and lands,” beside which the petty perse- 
cutions, the light afflictions which accompany us, pale 
and vanish away. 

But what of the end? In this life, try as we may to 
believe otherwise, all wrongs are not righted, justice 
does not prevail. Something is left for the future, if 
things are to be equalized. Is the difference between the 
service of the two masters only to be experienced in this 
life? Listen! “And I will make drunk her princes, and 
her wise men, her captains, and her rulers, and her 
mighty men, and they shall sleep a perpetual sleep, and 
not wake, saith the King, whose name is the Lord of 
hosts.” “Man that is in honor, and understandeth not, is 
like the beasts that perish.” 

And on the other hand: “They that attain that world, 
and the resurrection from the dead, ... are equal unto 





the angels, neither can they die any more.” “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him.” “And I heard a great voice out of 
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain; for the former 
things are passed away.” 

Knowing this difference, let us be content and not seek 
to refresh our memory by returning, even for a moment, 
to the land of the Nile to experience the service of its 
king, he who would take our all and give us nothing ex- 
cept a few doubtful pleasures which appeal only to the 
lower nature. How foolish even to approach his borders, 
to place ourself in the way of temptation even for the 
purpose of testing our endurance. Such experiments are 
strictly forbidden to the true servants of the Eternal. 
Of every tree in the garden we may freely eat, but of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil we may not eat, 
lest we die. 

If we finish our day of probation unconvinced of the 
difference between God’s service and the service of for- 
eign lands, we may expect a bitter and conclusive lesson 
at the end of the road. Too late then to profit by our 
knowledge! “Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God 
with joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, for the abun- 
dance of all things; therefore shalt thou serve thine en- 
emies, which the Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, 
and in thirst, and in nakedness, and in want of all things: 
and he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he 
have destroyed thee.” Then, if not before, we shall know 
the difference. 

If sufficiently impressed by the contrast let us act ac- 
cordingly. If servants of Jehovah, let us serve Him with 
all we have and are. We have contracted to give our best 
in His service. Most of us have run behind in the ful- 
filment of our contract. The time grows short. In the days 
of grace that are extended let us hasten the work as never 
before, that a place, however humble, may be ours in the 
service of the King when He comes conquering and to 
conquer. 





A MEMO TO TEACHERS: 


Be exceeding careful what you teach your pupils and 
how you teach them. They may some day write a biog- 
raphy about you. 


Behold the turtle! It makes progress only when it sticks 
out its neck. 


Those who know how to master difficult situations have 
learned to master themselves. 


Nothing will ever be attempted if every possible objec- 
tion must first be overcome. 


Success must be preceded with preparation; how you 
use today will determine how tomorrow will use you. 
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THE POWER TO FINISH 


HE ultimate test of human character, we learn from 

a keen observer, is the ability to finish that which we 
have begun. This principle applies in any enterprise of 
life, but more especially to life itself. Many a man’s life 
lacks the achievement of success only because it lacks 
the finishing. It is a large class of individuals who have 
possibilities, but comparatively few who bring them to a 
successfully developed completion. Good starters are not 
necessarily good stayers. Indeed, it requires well formed 
habits of persistence and stick-to-it-iveness to long out- 
last the first periods of enthusiasm and good intentions 
and to continue through those long intervals of hard and 
steady grind which must needs follow to form and fashion 
any purpose of life into perfection. It means to “keep on 
keeping on.” 

We are all familiar with the story of the plodding but 
persistent tortoise, who with a steady step by step kept 
unswervingly to his course until the last step spelled com- 
pletion. To no class of persons is this test of human 
fiber so serious as to those of us who have set our stakes 
at the gates of Zion. To no class of persons is the strength 
of character to complete the job so vital. The power to see 
it through or the lack of it means for us Eternity or 
nonentity. We have started, may even have gone a great 
way, and now—‘he that shall endure unto the end, the 
same shall be saved.” 


“If you can wait and not be tired by waiting”—these 
are waiting days, but we must work while we wait. Con- 
sider the case of Enoch. We are briefly informed that 
“Enoch walked with God ... three hundred years... 
and he was not, for God took him.” Three hundred years 
was a long time. Though the span of life was longer then 
than now, his divine walk represented over eighty per 
cent of the duration of his life. Suppose he had wearied 
of keeping the whole law after two hundred years, or two 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred and seventy-five years; 
or suppose even after two hundred and ninety-nine years 
he had wondered how much longer he would have to re- 
sist every temptation, and had wearied of waiting for 
the time when he could know his last trial had passed and 
he could say, “It is finished.’”’ He might have anticipated a 
life of 962 years, the length of his father’s and braced 
himself for five or six hundred years more of patient 
continuance in well doing in order to finish his job. 

It might seem that after so long a life of unblemished 
character, righteousness would have become second na- 
ture; but not so. Evil was ever present even away back 
there, for we read in the first book that “God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually.” Murder had been in the heart of Cain not 
so long before. If Enoch had not stood steadfast until the 
three hundredth year when God saw fit to transfer him 
to some other world, all that he had done in the preceding 
299 years would have availed him nought. His was a good 
example to us, in that he passed through that ultimate 
test of character; he developed that strength to see it 
through—he finished his long work. 

We think again of the perfect life-pattern of our Mas- 
ter, who thought not of leaving the work which his Fa- 
ther had given him to do until the last act of obedience 


was rendered and He had tasted the vinegar and gall, and 
endured the mocking cries of His cruel persecutors—en- 
abling Him to ery, “It is finished!” 

Carved in the Rock of Ages we see the name of Paul, 
that worthy apostle who vowed that neither life, death, 
angels, principalities, powers, things present, things to 
come, height, depth, nor any other creature, should sepa- 
rate him from the final purpose of his life. All his bril- 
liant beginning from that auspicious moment on the 
Damascan road, and the enduring of fiery trials and dire 
persecutions which he so touchingly describes in his Sec- 
ond Epistle to Corinth, would have meant blasted en- 
deavor had he not completed his life work. By so doing it 
was possible for him to write from the Roman prison 
that triumphant assertion that he had fought a good 
fight and had finished his course, whereby he knew him- 
self to be worthy of the crown of righteousness which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, has promised to all—even to 
us, if we prepare now to persistently and courageously 
press toward the mark and lay not down the battle-axe 
until the last obstacle be hewn from our way. 

These are the working days; today and tomorrow and 
upon all the days which follow, we must eat of that meat 
which is to do the will of the Father, and to finish the 
work. By thus eating and doing we shall be able to go 
from strength to strength until we shall have obtained 
power to see through to completion the molding of our 
lives into that perfect form; the power to endure the 
needful cutting and shaping and all the minute details 
necessary to make of a Christian’s life a finished product. 

These are the days to “hold fast the profession of our 
faith without wavering, for he is faithful that promised. 
... And he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” 
We have witness of the early and middle hours of the day 
of salvation in the words of those inspired men of old and 
the apostles; we know and have known the light-bearers 
of the shadowy evening hours; ours only, of all people 
of all the ages, is the opportunity to witness the culmina- 
tion of the six thousand years. Shall we relinquish that 
glorious privilege because by our own carelessness, in- 
difference, and negligence we have become weak in faith 
and works, and lack the power to see it through? 





An Evening Prayer 


Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me! 
Bless this little child tonight, 
Through the darkness be Thou near me. 
Keep me safe till morning light. 
All this day Thou hast watched o’er me, 
And I thank Thee for Thy care; 
Thou hast clothed me, warmed and fed me, 
Listen to my evening prayer. 
May I be obedient, gentle— 
Bless my friends who brought the Truth— 
May I love Thee, dear Saviour, 
In my days of early youth. 
May my Mother and my Daddy 
Walk in strait and narrow way, 
So we all can live together 
In that happy coming Day. 
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BUY THE TRUTH, NEVER PART WITH IT 


M ANY fitting illustrations, common to our daily living, 

are set forth in God’s Word for the purpose of 
raising humanity to a higher level of thought and action. 
Among these ordinary pursuits we engage in, the Wise 
Man lists buying and selling. For our eternal salvation 
God requires a higher and more vital thought than used 
by the natural mind. His words are like a brief and very 
weighty advertisement, “Buy the truth, and sell it not; 
also wisdom and instruction, and understanding” (Prov. 
23:23). Buy and keep on buying it. “Buy truth, never 
part with it” (Moffatt). 

Buy wisdom! In making this purchase of wisdom, we 
gain in one hand riches and honor, and in the other 
length of days. Invest in instruction. And where could 
you find more excellent instruction than these words: 
“Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be es- 
tablished. Turn not to the right hand nor to the left, re- 
move thy foot from evil” (Prov. 4: 26, 27). And the third 
article He has inserted in the advertisement is under- 
standing, which is displayed with the same briefness and 
certainty, “To depart from evil is understanding” (Job 
28: 28). 

Everyone likes bargains, but of all bargains, to buy 
the Truth is the greatest, because of the infallible and en- 
during rewards with which no product of man can faintly 
compare. We are well aware that our temporal needs 
must often be replaced, but in dealing with our spiritual 
requirements we have been slow to make replacements. 
In this we do not recognize a bargain, our indolent na- 
ture says, the price is too high. We do not like to change 
even though God says all of the old nature must go, “Put 
off concerning the former conversation the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on 
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness 
and true holiness” (Eph. 4: 22—24). Do not buy a paltry 
insecure gratification of the present which will endure 
but for a brief day, but rather constantly seek the rich 
treasures wisdom offers from God’s abundant storehouse 
whose door is always open inviting us to the best. 

Buy Truth, do not delay, buy now! We can find nothing 
better than the principle recommended by the Apostle 
Paul. He says, “If you believe in goodness and if you 
value the approval of God, fix your minds on the things 
which are holy and right and pure and beautiful and good. 
Model your conduct on what you have learned from me, 
on what I have told you and shown you, and you will find 
that the God of peace will be with you.” Buying the Truth 
pays well, for a mind filled with Truth strengthens the 
tongue to speak right, promotes the right kind of feelings 
and controls our whole course of action in paths of peace. 
So buy Truth, never part with it! 

We may consider that we are doing a good business and 
complying with the terms God has laid down, but in buy- 
ing the Truth we must constantly be on the alert that 
we are not selling out by a backward step in some worldly 
practice or reaching over in the broad way to grasp some 
fleshly desire. The Apostle Paul warns, “Never let evil 
get the better of you; get the better of evil by doing 
good.” “No, put on the character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and never think how to gratify the cravings of 


the flesh” (Rom. 12: 21; 13: 14). When we go in the ways 
of the flesh we are only buying a product of man which 
will perish with the using and take us farther down the 
vortex of destruction. 

If we do not watch there is great danger of selling out 
little by little in the every day transactions of life. Could 
it be, we are such poor bargainers as to exercise patience 
almost to the point of perfection and then in one un- 
guarded moment lose that which would make us perfect? 
or waste precious time and be classed as fools instead of 
the wise who redeem the time? or perhaps at the end of 
the day make a bad sale by allowing our supply of self- 
control to become exhausted and completely forget the 
extremely high honor God has offered? “He that is slow 
to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his 
spirit than he that taketh a city” (Prov. 16:32). Our 
salvation is a personal matter. No one can buy for us, 
neither can anyone sell it out of our grasp. It is a matter 
which our entire mind must be concerned with and all our 
time and energy be consumed with; so near and so dear 
that we will not part with it for anything. 

For centuries God has done business with all who will 
comply with His terms and His advertisement still de- 
clares His reward to be, “Exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” He has neither altered nor re- 
duced it and His terms of business remain unexcelled by 
any other. Let us not be like the foolish virgins who left 
their buying until it was too late. They came, but the door 
was shut. It was closed! Forever closed to the dilatory. 
May we now attentively listen to the voice of the Divine 
salesman, “But truth, never part with it!” The time is 
short, let us be up and doing! Let us daily draw nearer to 
God and grasp the loving hand held out to us. 

Buy and keep on buying. Buy every moment of the day 
for—we are buying a home of resplendent beauty in Eter- 
nity; we are buying loving friends with the purest and 
noblest characters; we are buying beauty, glorious im- 
mortal beauty; we are buying an intellect of indestruct- 
ible strength and wisdom; we are buying a body abound- 
ing with life and free from sorrow, sickness, pain or 
death; we are buying limitless power to mount up and 
traverse the broad expanse of this then glorified earth 
and to visit the beautiful worlds beyond; we are buying 
fullness of joy and peace in millions and billions of won- 
ders in the endless realm of Eternity. Is this not enough 
to keep in the narrow way? Is this not enough to give up 
every way of our own and humbly follow where God 
leads? It can be ours when we— Buy Truth and never 
part with it. 





THE GLORIOUS MORN 


Open the shutters free and wide, 
And “glorify the room” ; 

That no dark shadows there may hide— 
That there be naught of gloom. 


What joy to breathe the morning air, 
And see the sun again; 
With living things God’s love to share, 
In recompense for pain. —Sel. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed” (James 1: 5, 6). 


Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: for 
every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth .. .” (Matt. 7: 7, 8). 

What is wrong here? Taken literally, these statements 
involve us in no end of difficulties. They run counter to 
all our reason, our intelligence, and our experience. If 
all things, temporal and spiritual, are to be had for the 
mere asking, even if that asking be accompanied by sin- 
cere faith, we should find anarchy rather than order in 
the universe. 

Consider, for example, the weather. We all have ideas 
of what we would like, and nearly everybody finds fault 
with it. But no sane person would exchange the present 
system for the horrible chaos which would ensue if every 
man could change it by merely asking, even “in faith, 
nothing wavering.” And so it is in every line of human 
activity or experience. Man at his present stage of mental 
development is not qualified to ask without control or 
restriction. “We know not what we should pray for as 
we ought,” said St. Paul (Rom. 8: 26). It is well for man 
that many of his prayers are not answered. 


“... So weak is man, 

So ignorant and blind, that did not God 
Sometimes withhold in mercy what we ask, 
We should be ruined at our own request.” 

The results of selfish prayers are invariably either 
disappointing or imaginary. The human imagination is 
so highly suggestible that all things are possible with it. 
In a state of pathological receptivity induced by hysteria, 
it can experience or see anything. So the “benefits” re- 
ceived in answer to uninstructed prayer disqualify them- 
selves by their contradictory nature. The thing our text 
commands us to pray for is wisdom. The wide world pray 
for wisdom; but the “wisdom” received by the hundreds 
of sects and denominations in answer to their petitions 
is a jumble of divergent ideas which never emanated 
from a God of order, the God who commands all His wor- 
shipers to be of one mind. 

The subject of prayer is one which is badly misunder- 
stood in the world, even the religious world. With the 
masses a prayer of any kind, by any person, in any cir- 
cumstances, is considered a laudable thing. Prayer 
reaches the ear of the Almighty with the certainty of a 
registered letter. A pleasing theory, but if we believe the 
Bible we cannot agree. In the first place, “we know that 
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshiper 
of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth” (John 9:31). 
Not only so, but the Wise Man assures us that “he that 
turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination” (Prov. 28:9). 


The condition governing the act of prayer is found in 
I John 5:14, “And this is the confidence that we have 
in him, that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us.” The first step toward a successful prayer, 
then, is knowledge of God’s will. This is contained in His 
written Word, and nowhere else. An understanding of 
the same is gained only by reading, study, investigation, 
meditation. “Whereby, when ye read, ye may under- 
stand.” “Search the Scriptures.” “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” “Meditate 
upon these things; give thyself wholly to them.” (Eph. 
3:4; John 5:39; II Tim. 2:15; I Tim. 4:15). 

Without this effort and action on our part, we shall 
certainly die in ignorance of the will of God. Ask for wis- 
dom, but in God’s appointed way, which is that of read- 
ing and study; then, and only then, we shall receive. 

This principle, which agrees perfectly with both reason 
and experience, disqualifies the “revelations” received 
while in a state of hysterical excitement, as well as such 
aberrant philosophies as the “inner light” of the Quakers, 
or the “quiet time” of Buchmanism. 

The rules of prayer given by Jesus in Matthew 6 are 
very much to the point. Formalism, verbosity and public 
show are denounced. Prayer is a private matter between 
a man and his God. We are not to make a practice of 
asking for temporal things, for “your heavenly Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask him.” 
The brief pattern of prayer which He taught His disciples 
covers, in the analysis, the whole field of human needs. 
We are not confined to the words of the Lord’s Prayer, but 
to its spirit or manner. “After this manner .. . pray ye.” 

Perhaps the deepest lesson contained in the model, the 
thread upon which the whole is strung, is that of humil- 
ity, of submission to the Divine will. “For thine”’—not 
mine—‘is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for- 
ever.” “To pray is to desire; but it is to desire what God 
would have us desire.” 

In view of God’s foreknowledge and our own insuffi- 
ciency, it might be argued that prayer is needless. If God 
knows what we need and would give it anyway, why ask? 
What have we ever received, anyway, as an answer to 
prayer? 

Well, we do not expect direct or miraculous answers in 
this day, when we walk by faith alone: yet we are fully 
convinced, in spite of the materialism of the age, that 
“more things are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.’ While we do not know the modus operandi of 
the Divine response to our petitions, we pray and we shall 
continue to pray because we are instructed, repeatedly 
and definitely, to do so. “Pray without ceasing.” “Men 
ought always to pray and not to faint.” “Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation.” “I will therefore that 
men pray everywhere.” The faithful of all ages have been 
addicted to prayer, nor have we ever seen or heard of a 
non-praying Christian. More than all is the example of 
our Master Himself, who spent much time in prayer, 
even whole nights upon occasion (Luke 6:12). To Him 
it was not a useless or barren procedure. 

We walk by faith, but still “the effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much” (James 5: 16). In the 
day of Judgment it will be revealed that those who prayed 
most also worked most, and that “they never sought in 
vain who sought the Lord aright.” 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


How can men and women be asleep in dust and be resur- 
rected at Christ’s return, as the Bible teaches, if, as many 
believe, the soul leaves the body at death and lives on? 


They could not. If the soul can live and experience the 
pleasures of Paradise without the body, what need of a 
resurrection? An intelligent six-year-old child should be 
able to detect this inconsistency; yet millions of good 
church-going adults have repeated, “I believe in the res- 
urrection of the body,” while hoping and expecting to go 
to Heaven at death. The Bible teaching is that “the dead 
know not anything,” that they wait in the grave, uncon- 
scious, until the Resurrection (Eccl. 9:5; Job 14: 1—15; 
17: 18). 

The doctrine of the immortality of the soul is of pagan 
origin, with no Scriptural support (Ezek. 18:20; Eccl. 
9:10; I Thess. 4: 13). Life apart from an organized body 
is inconceivable. The Christian’s hope is not of being 
freed from his body, but of having his mortal nature 
changed to immortality (Phil. 3:20, 21; I Cor. 15:52). 


Since the Lord has said that it is not that which goes into 
the man that defiles, but that which comes out from the 
heart; how then could what he eats or drinks, or the use of 
tobacco, defile him, if it did not affect his mind and cause 
him to have evil thoughts? 


We are commanded in I Cor. 10:31, “Whether there- 
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.” When we knowingly eat or drink anything, 
or practice any habit, which is detrimental to the health, 
we are in violation of this commandment. Also, we are 
forbidden by the law of God to spend our money for “that 
which is not bread” (Isa. 55:2), meaning unnecessary 
and harmful things; and Paul advises, ‘““Having food and 
raiment, let us be therewith content” (I Tim. 6:8). To- 
bacco is neither food nor raiment, and it is acknowledged 
to be physically harmful. Recent scientific tests prove 
that it is the main cause of lung cancer. In addition, it is 
a filthy habit, and obnoxious to many. No Christian will 
indulge in its use. 

Jesus truly said, “There is nothing from without a man, 
that entering into him can defile him: but the things 
which come out of him, those are they that defile the 
man” (Mark 7: 15). Before the tobacco or liquor or other 
injurious substance enters into a man, his evil desires go 
out after them. He is defiled by his unrestrained desires, 
the lust which precedes the act; and “when lust hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin” (James 1:15). 


Isaiah (14: 12) speaks of a Lucifer who fell from heaven. 
Many teach that he was once an angel but was expelled from 
the throne of God because of sin, and is now the Satan. Is this 
true? 


If the Almighty would allow such a thing, what assur- 
rance have men and women that if they live lives of pu- 
rity here and reach that blest abode they would be al- 
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lowed to remain there? Such is not the working of the 
Divine Mind. Once we reach the immortal state we shall 
always remain there. 

This Lucifer of whom Isaiah spoke was only the king 
of Babylon. Isaiah was commanded to take up a proverb 
“against the king of Babylon” (v. 4). Babylon became a 
great world power, and her king filled the surrounding 
nations with terror. Isaiah prophesied Babylon’s fall, 
and that of the king it would be said: “Is not this the 
man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake king- 
doms” (v. 16). This Lucifer was a man—not a fallen 
angel. 

It was because the king of Babylon was chief ruler 
among the nations that his fall is said to be from heaven. 
This language is figurative and often used in the Scrip- 
tures, as in Isa. 1: 2, 10. Nor is it uncommon to hear of 
reference made today of some prominent individual as 
a star in the political heavens. 


Does God predestinate one class to salvation and another 
to damnation? 


Never. A reading of the 18th and 33d chapters of Ezek- 
iel, and similar Scriptural passages, of which there are 
many, destroys forever the Calvinistic predestination 
which makes an automaton of man by destroying his 
free will. The last message of our Lord was, “Whosoever 
will, let him take the water of life freely.” Free will is 
an essential part of justice, human and divine, and of the 
plan of salvation. Each of us is responsible for his own 
destiny. It is true that the Bible contains the word “pre- 
destination,” but the connection in Romans 8: 29 makes 
it clear that God’s “predestination” or decree is that our 
salvation depends upon our being conformed to the moral 
image of Christ. 


What must a Christian do when immodest talk occurs or 
bad stories are being told in his presence? 


If it is possible, leave the scene, but by no means should 
one laugh at anything that tends to foolishness or worse. 
(See Eph. 5:3, 4). People can talk, but they can’t make 
you listen unless you want to. Shut your mind to all un- 
cleanness. Furthermore, you certainly have some right 
in your office, at your own desk or bench, and you can 
state plainly that you disapprove unwholesome talk. Take 
a firm and intelligent stand and you will have no dif- 
ficulty. In fact, men will respect you for it. 


Are the gifts of the Holy Spirit power in the church today? 
How do they operate? 


No church or individual has the power to do works by 
the power of the Holy Spirit as did the church of the 
first century. That power was given the disciples only 
for a limited time, and when the perfect had come (I Cor. 
13:9, 10) then the partitive arrangement was done away. 
This occurred about A. D. 70. The perfect, the complete 
written Word of God, is our only source of information 
from God in this age. It being the thorough furnisher in 
all wisdom and doctrine, and capable of convincing people 
of the truths of God, the gifts are not essential. 
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My Bible, My Hope 


My hope, blessed Bible, is anchored in Thee, 
Thy warnings and counsels were written for me. 
When weary and sad, to thy refuge I flee: 

My hope, holy Book, is in Thee. 
The world all around me is sunk in despair; 
’Tis filled with forebodings, and weighted with care. 
No faith to sustain is afforded me there: 

My Bible, I’m trusting in Thee. 


I drink from Thy waters, refreshingly pure, 
When evil is strong, and temptations allure. 
From Thee I gain strength as I strive to endure; 
Thou Fountain, life-giving and free. 
Thy Truth is sufficient for every demand; 
Thy Wisdom is deep, and Thy principles grand. 
On such a foundation I hasten to stand; 
Relying entirely on Thee. 


My heart deeply longs for that fair, better land 
Where Jesus will reign, with His wonderful band; 
And where, if found worthy, I one day will stand; 
If guided entirely by Thee. 
Directing unerringly on toward the dawn, 
When night shall be over, and shadows be gone; 
Thou giv’st the assurance it will not be long 
For those who are trusting in Thee. 


When courted by pleasures so apt to beguile; 
Or tempted by vices that only defile; 
When fortune decides to rest with me a while, 
Lest I should forget to be true 
To every commandment; thy covers enfold 
A treasure worth more than all silver and gold; 
I turn to the story that never grows old, 
And study Thy pages anew. 


Oh, wonderful Truth that is given to me; 

That tells of Salvation, so full and so free; 

That shows how to live throughout eternity, 
By now dying daily to sin. 

My aim and desire is to walk in the light 

Shed abroad by Thy rays that illumine the night; 

Till, shunning the wrong, and obeying the right, 
A place in the Kingdom I win. 


Then, when I am safe in that heavenly land, 
The earth made o’er new, with its glorified band, 
My praise shall ascend for the Book all divine 
Through which all the treasures of Zion are mine. 
And for the Lord’s servant of these latter days 
My voice shall be raised in thanksgiving and praise; 
Who toiled through the night, through the sun and the 
rain, 
To make all the words of my Bible so plain. 
—L. L. S. 
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